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BIOGRAPHY
Gerald William Heaney was born the son of William J. and
Johanna Heaney onJanuary 29, 1918, in the southeastern Min-
nesota community of Goodhue. He graduated from Goodhue
High School in 1935 and attended St. Thomas College in St.
Paul, Minnesota from 1935-1936. He later enrolled at the
University of Minnesota and graduated with a B.S.L. degree in
1939. He received his L.L.B. from the University of Minnesota
Law School in 1941.
Gerald Heaney began his legal career as an attorney for the
Securities Division of the Minnesota Department of Com-
merce, a position he held until the summer of 1942 when he
enlisted as a Private in the United States Army during World
War Two. He was commissioned as Second Lieutenant in
1943, and served as Operations Officer, 2nd Ranger Battalion,
until his appointment as Labor Relations Officer for the Mili-
tary Government in Bavaria in the spring of 1945. As part of
his distinguished service to his country, Heaney was awarded
the Silver Star, the Bronze Star, a Presidential Unit Citation
and five battle stars. He was honorably discharged on January
18, 1946 as a Captain, United States Army.
Following his military service, Gerald Heaney returned to
his native Minnesota to resume his legal career. Joining the
law firm of Lewis and Sher in Duluth, Minnesota, Heaney spe-
cialized in the area of labor law. He became a partner in the
firm of Lewis, Hammer and Heaney (later Lewis, Hammer, He-
aney, Weyl and Halverson) on July 1, 1947, and remained a
member of the firm for the next twenty years.
During his years of legal practice and as a judge, Gerald He-
aney has dedicated himself to a variety of civic and legal activi-
ties. As part of a committee interested in the development of
the University of Minnesota in Duluth, Heaney worked actively
with the Minnesota Legislature from 1948 through 1966 in
support of the University's growth and development. He
served as Chairman of the Duluth Inter-Racial Council from
1949 to 1952, and thereafter continued as a member of com-
mittees interested in securing the passage of fair employment
and fair housing legislation in the City of Duluth. He served as
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Democratic National Committeeman from the State of Minne-
sota from 1955 to 1960. He was a member of the Board of
Regents of the University of Minnesota from February 1964,
until June 1965. Gerald Heaney has also been one of the prin-
cipal organizers of the Northeastern Minnesota Development
Association, a non-profit organization established to foster
growth and development of industry in Northeastern Minne-
sota through a program of research, study and promotion. In
1967, Heaney was presented the Outstanding Achievement
Award from the Regents of the University of Minnesota.
Gerald Heaney is a member of the American Bar Associa-
tion, the Minnesota Bar Association, and the Eleventh Judicial
District Bar Association. He also served on the Judicial Im-
provements Committee of the Judicial Conference. In addi-
tion, he is a Charter Member of the World Peace Through Law
Center.
Gerald Heaney has written a number of law review articles
over the years: Jacob Trieber: Lawyer, Politician, Judge, 8 Univer-
sity of Arkansas at Little Rock Law Journal 421 (1986); Busing,
Timetables, Goals, and Ratios: Touchstones of Equal Opportunity, 69
Minnesota Law Review 735 (1986); Why the High Rate of Rever-
sals in Social Security Disability Cases, 7 Hamline Law Review 1
(1984); The Minnesota and National Labor Relations Acts-A Sub-
stantive and Procedural Comparison, 38 Minnesota Law Review
730 (1954); and Labor Relations-A National or A State Problem,
26 Minnesota Law Review 359 (1942).
On November 30, 1966, Gerald William Heaney was ap-
pointed Judge of the United States Court of Appeals for the
Eighth Circuit by President Lyndon B. Johnson, after Congress
authorized an additional judge to sit on the court. This was
the first change in the size of the Court of Appeals for the
Eighth Circuit since 1940. Judge Heaney began his service on
the bench on December 1, 1966 and has served for over twenty
years. He took senior status on December 31, 1988.
Judge Heaney married Eleanor Rose Schmitt of St. Paul,
Minnesota on December 1, 1945. They have two children,
William M. and Carol Jean Heaney Patterson, and four
grandchildren.
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